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Abstract

This report presents the results of an intensive level architectural and historical
evaluation of the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564). The cemetery is
located east of Maxwell Avenue, between 13" Street and East 7™ Street in
Ames, Story County, lowa. The City of Ames intends to construct a new water
treatment facility east of the cemetery. Because the City applied for financial
assistance through the State Revolving Fund, the project necessitated a Section
106, National Historic Preservation Act review. Due to concerns about potential
construction impacts, the lowa Department of Natural Resources, in consultation
with the lowa State Historic Preservation Office, requested that additional
investigations be completed on the cemetery as part of the requirements for this
project.

William C. Page evaluated the cemetery as part of the 1992 City of Ames Historic
Survey. He noted landscape architect A.N. Carpenter of Galesburg, lllinois
designed the original portion of the cemetery. Page suggested the Ames
Municipal Cemetery was potentially eligible under Criterion C as a designed
historic landscape. Results of the current field survey and historic research
concur with this finding for the original portion of the cemetery. As the remainder
of the cemetery cannot be associated with the a rural cemetery movement
landscape architect, has been re-plotted numerous times and only generally
maintains the character of the original portion, it is not eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. This report also includes an evaluation of effects to
the property that may be caused by the proposed construction project.

The proposed construction project will take place downhill from the 45-degree
slope on east side of the cemetery and on the far side of the city-owned access
road. As such, itis recommended that absolutely no construction activities be
allowed between the north-south access road between 13" Street and the
existing city operations facility east of the Ames Cemetery to ensure the
protection of the cemetery. This includes staging, equipment storage, stock
piling of gravel, fill, and topsoil, and all equipment traffic. A temporary
construction fence should be placed across this area to ensure there are no
trespasses into the cemetery.
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Introduction

This report presents the results of an intensive level historical and architectural
evaluation of the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564), Ames, Story
County, lowa. The project was completed by Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. on
behalf of the lowa Department of Natural Resources. The City of Ames proposes
to construct a new water treatment facility east of the cemetery. The proposed
project includes plans for piping to run near the cemetery’s east side. The lowa
Department of Natural Resources, in consultation with the lowa State Historic
Preservation Office, requested that additional investigations be completed on the
cemetery as part of the Section 106, National Historic Preservation Act
requirements for this project. The nearest property listed on the National
Register of Historic Places is the Bandshell Park Historic District, approximately
one-quarter mile south and west of the current project area.

The original portion of the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564) was
located south of present day 9™ Street to the bounds of the current project area
on the S.S. Paxton farm. The cemetery remained outside city limits (privately
managed by the Ames Cemetery Association) until 1917, when the city
purchased the property for $500 per acre, and included it within the incorporation
line.! Additional cemetery land was purchased in 1929, bringing the total size of
the cemetery to its current 54 acres.

The purpose of the current project was to perform an intensive level historical
and architectural evaluation of the cemetery to determine its eligibility for the
National Register of Historic Places and to evaluate potential effects to the
cemetery by the proposed water treatment improvement project. The survey
included a physical examination of the area as well as background research from
local histories and newspapers.

Kristy J. Medanic of Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. served as the Principal
Investigator for this project. She and Jennifer Lambert conducted the field
investigations. Medanic and Abby Glanville authored this report. Glanville and
Lambert prepared the figures.

! Ames Centennial, Inc., Ames Community History, 18645-1964. (Ames Centennial Inc.: Ames,
lowa, 1964)91.
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Project Area Description
PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The proposed project is located in east central Story County, lowa, on the east
side of Ames, lowa (Figures 1 and 2). The project area is located south of east
13" Street, east of Maxwell Avenue and north of east 7" Street. Its legal location
is Township 83N, Range 24W, NE " and the N %2, SE V4 of Section 2 (Figure 3).

Due to the proposed construction of a new water treatment facility for the City of
Ames, city property adjacent to the east side of the Ames Municipal Cemetery is
slated for the construction of new water pipelines. This proposed construction
project has the potential to create adverse effects to historic properties. As such,
the lowa Department of Natural Resources, in consultation with the lowa State
Historic Preservation Office, requested the cemetery be evaluated for its eligibility
for the National Register of Historic Places. In addition, the current investigation
addressed whether the project could have direct or indirect adverse effects on
the cemetery.

LocAL CONTEXT

The Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564) sits on the edge of the rolling hills
of east Ames, on the eastern edge of a predominately residential district. To the
west lies the current city water treatment facility, farmland, and, closest to
Interstate 35, an industrial park. Historically, the Ames Cemetery stood a great
distance from all residential and business districts (Figures 4 through 8). It was
customary to place cemeteries, places of quiet refuge, away from the hustle of
the city. As the city grew, however, the border of the cemetery land joined with
the city and it is now easily accessible from connecting city side streets. Sanborn
Fire Insurance maps (Figures 9 through 12) depict this evolution.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 7
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Approach to Architectural History
RESEARCH DESIGN AND FIELDWORK STRATEGY

The goals of this historic resources survey were to examine the Ames Municipal
Cemetery (Site 85-00564) to determine if it is eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places and to assess potential effects to this property caused by the
construction of the new Ames water treatment facility. An aerial photograph
showing the location of the project area is provided in Figure 13. Fieldwork was
conducted to determine if the senses of place and time, feeling, and association
with late nineteenth and early twentieth century ideas about landscape design
and rural cemeteries are present in the Ames Municipal Cemetery. In addition,
the area was examined to determine the cemetery’s proximity to the Ames water
treatment facility project and to determine any potential effects this project might
have on the cemetery. Local historical research was conducted to determine if
original design plans were available for the cemetery, if a designer could be
identified, and to determine if the cemetery meets the special cemetery eligibility
requirements for the National Register of Historic Places. Resource evaluations
were conducted according to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and
Guidelines for identification and evaluation of historic places.”? The practices
used in this survey also meet recommendations for cultural resource
management and historic preservation in the state of lowa.

BACKGROUND AND FIELD RESEARCH METHODS

Field investigations and historical research for this project were conducted in
October 2012 by Kristy J. Medanic and Jennifer Lambert of Wapsi Valley
Archaeology, Inc. at the Ames Public Library; Parks Library on the campus of
lowa State University; and at the Ames Historical Society, Ames, lowa. Additional
property information was gathered from the Story County Assessor’s website.
Historic maps were also gathered from various other online sources. Items
examined included local histories, historic maps, and photograph collections.
Digital photographs were taken and sketch maps were drawn at the project site.

% National Park Service, Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Architectural and Engineering
Documentation, (Department of the Interior: Washington, D.C., 1983).
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DISPOSITION OF RECORDS

Following the completion of fieldwork, all notes, records, and pertinent data
collected during the survey were returned to Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
facilities in Ames, lowa. All notes, photographs, and records associated with the

project are on file at Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc., Ames, lowa.
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Results of Investigations
BACKGROUND RESEARCH RESULTS

An initial evaluation of the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564) was
included in William C. Page’s 1992 study of the Historical and Architectural
Resources of Ames, lowa. Page suggested the cemetery as a whole was
potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C
because, “the Ames Cemetery is a particularly unusual, not only designed
historic landscape, but also because, at this time, the population of the
community only numbered about one thousand.” Page continued, “Additional
significagnce [is obtained] because Carpenter’s plan for the cemetery remains
extant.”

In the records, Page discovered the Ames Municipal Cemetery (then referred to
as the Ames Cemetery) was originally designed by Landscape Architect A.N.
Carpenter of Galesburg, lllinois. Page included a copy of Carpenter’s design
plans in the original lowa site inventory form for the cemetery, and these plans
are shown in Figure 14 of this report. According to Page, the cemetery’s
historical record is unique because unlike most cemeteries, historic plats for the
cemetery were entered into the public record. These plats show an original plat
entered in 1878 (incorporating Carpenter’s design); a second, altered plat in
1890; and a third plat entered in 1901 by Ames Cemetery Association President
I.F.T. McLain based on a survey completed by H.J. Burt. Accordingly, this plat
included the first recorded addition to the cemetery, nearly doubling its size.*

The City of Ames took possession of the cemetery in 1917, and in June of that
year purchased additional land from George Henry Maxwell to expand the
cemetery yet again. Finally in 1929, the city purchased the 33 acres known as
Maxwell Park (the former location of the Ames Chautauqua), completing the
cemetery to its current size.® At this time, Ames residents raised concerns about
the city’s plan to hire a professional landscape architecture firm to design the
newest additions. Arguing that lowa State College’s landscape architects were

% William C. Page, Historical and Architectural Resources of Ames, lowa. (Dunbar/Jones
Partnership: Des Moines, lowa, 1992) Vol 2, 135

* Page, 136

® Farwell T. Brown, Ames in Word and Picture; Further Tales and Personal Memories, Volume 2.
(Huess Printing: Ames, lowa, 1999) 48. City of Ames, lowa, A Report Upon the Comprehensive
City Plan for Ames, lowa, 1955. (The Art Press, Inc.: Ames, lowa 1955) 99.
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some of the best in the nation, residents pushed the city to hire a local designer.°
The historic record is unclear about whether this happened. What is clear,
however, is the city hired Ray F. Wyrick, a landscape architect from Des Moines,
to develop the piecemeal grounds into a unified design in the 1960s.” A sketch
map of the current design and layout of the cemetery is included in Figure 15.

The following table includes all National Register listed properties in Ames, lowa.
None of the properties are located in the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-
00564), and the nearest listed property is the Bandshell Park Historic District, at
the corner of east 5" Street and Duff Avenue, approximately one-quarter mile
southwest of the cemetery.

Table 1. National Register of Historic Places Listed Sites in Ames, lowa.’

Name Address City
Ames High School 515 Clark Avenue Ames
Bandshell Park Historic District Bounded by Duff Avenue, East 5™ | Ames
Street, East 6" Street and Carroll
Avenue
Budd, Professor J.L., Sarah M., 804 Kellogg Avenue Ames
and Etta Budd, House
Delta Upsilon Chapter House 117 Ash Avenue Ames

Skunk River Bridge

255" Street over Skunk River

Ames vicinity

Agriculture Hall

lowa State University

Ames

Alumni Hall lowa State University campus Ames

Christian Petersen Courtyard Union Drive and Wallace Road, Ames

Sculptures and Dairy Industry lowa State University campus

Building

Engineering Hall Union Drive lowa State University campus Ames

Home for Science and lowa State University campus Ames

Technology

Knapp-Wilson House lowa State University campus Ames

MacDonald Gilmour B., and Edith | 517 Ash Street Ames

Craig House

Marston Water Tower lowa State University campus Ames

Morrill Hall Morrill Road facing toward central | Ames
campus, lowa State University

Municipal Building 420 Kellogg Avenue Ames

Old Town Historic District Between Duff and Clark Avenue, Ames
and 7" and 9" Streets

Sigma Sigma-Delta Chi Fraternity | 405 Hayward Avenue Ames

House

® Ames Daily Tribune and Evening Times, That Planning Commission, (Ames Daily Tribune and
Evening Times: Ames lowa, September 10,1929) 4

" Page, 136

° National Register Sites in lowa, available at: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/national-register-of-historic-places/properties-in-iowa.html (Last Accessed 10/23/12).
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FIELDWORK RESULTS

The on-site visit for this project was conducted on October 15" and 16™, 2012.
The Ames Municipal Cemetery was examined and photographed. The field
examination, in consideration with the historic research, concluded the following:

The Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564) is located on the eastern edge of
Ames on a bluff overlooking the Skunk River Valley. It is bounded by East 13"
Street to the north, Maxwell Avenue and Crawford Avenue to the west, East 7™
Street to the south, and a steep slope to the east that levels into agricultural
fields. The cemetery is approximately three city blocks long running north to
south and approximately two city blocks wide.

The oldest part of the cemetery is located south of East 9" Street and was
designed by A. N. Carpenter in 1878. Photographs of the segments of the
cemetery associated with this portion are included in Figures 16 through 18. The
oldest burials in the cemetery are located in the southeast corner of this section
and date from the mid-nineteenth century (Figures 19 and 20). They are often
ornamented with intricate carvings and embellishments common to the time
period. Most are in fair to good condition and add to integrity of place and time
associated with this portion of the cemetery. Some original stones have been
replaced with modern monuments but, at least in this area, those are the
exception. Photographs of representative examples of these stones are
available in Figures 21 through 26. The only mausoleum in the cemetery stands
in this section and belongs to the Greeley Family. It is located immediately south
of East 9™ Street in the original portion of the cemetery. It is a rectangular,
granite structure that is oriented to the east. It has Tuscan style columnation at
the entrance and three steps leading up to the door. The architrave, frieze, and
cornice are quite plain and the entire structure appears to be capped with a
monolithic piece of granite. There are fixed windows on the north and south
facades. A photograph of the mausoleum is provided in Figure 27.

Other parts of the cemetery include unmarked charity burials located at the
southeast corner of the property (Figures 28 and 29), and infant burials are
located at the south end of the property. The majority of burials in this portion of
the cemetery are marked with traditional Victorian style, limestone headstones.

The middle third of the cemetery contains a mixture of burials ranging from the
early 20" century to the present (Figures 30 through 36), and the northern third
contains burials that predominantly date from the last twenty years (Figures 37
through 44).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 12
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Paved, primary roads divide the property into approximately 25 sections (Figure
45). Sections in the south third of the property tend to be relatively flat while
those in the central and northern sections tend to be slightly rounded. Because
of this, individual plots located closer to roads tend to be spaced further apart
due to greater change in grade, while those in the middle of sections are placed
closer together due to less variation in grade. In general, plots are oriented
towards the nearest north-south road. The cemetery is also characterized by its
display of mature trees and shrubs that have greatest concentration in the
northern third and along the eastern edge of the property.

Structures within the cemetery include a poured concrete wall situated at the
northern edge of the property along East 13™ Street (Figure 46), five buildings for
storing lawn care and interment equipment at the southwest corner of the
property (Figure 47), and a cemetery office located immediately south of East 9™
Street (Figure 48). The storage buildings are non-descript, metal utility buildings
with garage door openings and driveways for parking vehicles. The cemetery
office is a small, single-story, building that is oriented to the east. The building is
clad in limestone blocks and has a flat roof likely clad in rolled asphalt. A parapet
wall capped in finished limestone runs the perimeter of the roof. There is a
single-door entrance located in the east facade that is surrounded by a fluted
portal. The original door appears to have been replaced with a modern vinyl one,
although the wooden frame and transom light are still extant. There are two
wood-framed, double-hung, four-over-one windows on the north and south
facades of the building. Each window has a stone sill. Across the street from the
cemetery office there are several donated memorials including a flagpole (Figure
49), a sundial (Figure 50), a platform from the Ames Patriotic Council (Figure 51),
and a Veteran’s memorial headstone (Figure 52). Other unique features in the
cemetery include a cut stone monument denoting the Garden of Memories
(Figure 53), and a multiple burials cremation remains monument (Figure 54).
None of these features are included in the oldest portion of the cemetery, and all
date to the early to mid-twentieth century.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 13
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Conclusions

This project involved a historic resources survey of the Ames Municipal
Cemetery (Site 85-00564). William C. Page evaluated the cemetery in 1992
during the citywide Reconnaissance Historical and Architectural Resources of
Ames, lowa study. At that time, Page suggested the cemetery as a whole was
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as a
designed historic landscape. However, in 1992 Page noted, survey and
evaluation of designed historic landscapes was just beginning. Today, the
cemetery can be more thoroughly evaluated as the National Park Service has
since published a bulletin on evaluating these special properties.

According to Page’s associated property types completed during the 1992
survey, the Ames Municipal Cemetery is eligible for the National Register for its
association with his historic context on the “Dream of Arcadia, 1859-1943.” In
this description, Page asserted the cemetery was an outstanding example of the
late nineteenth century, professionally designed rural cemetery, reminiscent of
landscape design styles of the period that attempted to make beautiful parks
available to the public. Page was on the right track in 1992, but according to
current standards for the evaluation of cemeteries and the evaluation of designed
historic landscapes, the entirety of the cemetery is not eligible for the National
Register, only a small portion in the southeast corner.

The first thirteen rows in the southeast corner of the cemetery (from east to west,
south of 9™ Street) are the only portion of the cemetery that can be linked to 19"
century landscape architect A.N. Carpenter. It appears as though this portion
stands today as it did in Carpenter’s original landscape design for the cemetery
(see Figures 16 through 20). The rows, comprised of largely period monuments,
are arranged according to Carpenter’s plan, and the roads, trees and other
features in this area also retain good integrity to the original plotting. The current
plot map for the cemetery (highlighting the National Register eligible portion) is
available in Figure 55.

Beyond this area, however, the cemetery’s character does not match that of the
southeast corner. Land was added to the cemetery in pieces, platted, and
replatted and redesigned again in the 1960s in an attempt to make the cemetery
appear to be a cohesive landscape. These redesigns took into account the
natural landscape of the property, adding winding, curvy roads, changing the
alignment of the burial plots and stones to work with the rolling hills, and
accounting for changing fashions in burial monuments. These changes,
however, did not keep to the original, grid-like patterns of the earliest plats.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 14
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Results of investigations conducted for this report concluded the southeast
corner of the cemetery is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C as a designed historic landscape historic district, and the
remainder of the cemetery is not eligible for the National Register as it does not
represent a cohesive era or the work of a master landscape architect and does
not contain any architecturally or artistically significant features. This portion of
the cemetery, however, is still protected under lowa’s cemetery laws.

As for effects caused by the construction of the proposed Ames water treatment
facility to the National Register-eligible portion of the cemetery, barring any
intrusion of construction activities into the cemetery property (including any
activity on the west side of the city maintenance road downslope from the
cemetery) the proposed project should have no adverse effects to historic
properties. The mature deciduous trees lining the bluff stabilize the soil in this
area, preventing a potential slide caused by construction activities and the
majority of burials in the cemetery are a sufficient distance from the edge of the
bluff to ensure their stability. Care should be taken, however, to stay within the
current Area of Potential Effects in order to protect the unmarked charity burials
at the top of the slope.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 15
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Recommendations

As the southeast corner of the Ames Municipal Cemetery (Site 85-00564) is
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and as there are unmarked
charity burials in the southeast corner of the cemetery between the road and the
bluff, it is recommended that absolutely no construction activities be allowed
between the north-south access road between 13" Street and the existing city
operations facility east of the Ames Cemetery to ensure the protection of the
cemetery and any unmarked graves. Construction activities include staging;
equipment storage; stockpiling of gravel, fill, and topsoil; and all equipment
traffic. We recommend that a temporary construction fence be placed across this
area to ensure there are no accidental trespasses into the cemetery.

In addition, though not an adverse effect of the current proposed project, some
graves within the charity burial portion of the cemetery may be in danger from
erosion. We suggest that the City of Ames examine the area and consider
measures to protect the graves.

If any human remains are encountered during construction, it is required by lowa
law (lowa Code 88263B and 716.5; lowa Administrative Code 685-11.1) that all
work in the area of the remains be temporarily stopped, security provided for the
remains, local law enforcement officials notified to help protect the remains, and
the State Burials Program Director contacted immediately at (319) 384-0740.
Archaeologists with the State Historical Society of lowa at (515) 281-4358 and
Wapsi Valley Archaeology at (319) 462-4760 can also offer advice on matters
relating to unanticipated findings of cultural resources.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 16
Anamosa, IA



References

Allen, William G., A History of Story County, lowa, (Des Moines, lowa: lowa Printing Co., March
1, 1887).

Ames Centennial, Inc. 1864-1964, Ames Community History, (August 15, 1964).

Ames Daily Tribune and Evening Times, That Planning Commission, (Ames Daily Tribune and
Evening Times: Ames lowa, September 10, 1929).

Andreas, Alfred T., lllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of lowa, (lowa Digital Library, lowa
Counties Historic Atlases, 2000). Originally Published 1875, Andreas Atlas Co, Chicago,
IL. Available at:
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/atlases/id/2280/rec/9

Brown, Farwell T., Ames in Word and Picture, Further Tales and Personal Memories: Book Two,
(Ames, lowa: Heuss Printing, Inc., 1999).

Brown, Farwell T., Ames in Word and Picture, Tales from Two Old-Timers: Book Three, (Ames,
lowa: Heuss Printing, Inc., 2003).

Brown, Farwell T., Ames the Early Years in Word and Picture: From Marsh to Modern City,
(Ames, lowa: Heuss Printing, Inc., 1993).

City of Ames, lowa, A Report Upon the Comprehensive City Plan for Ames, lowa, 1955. (The Art
Press, Inc.: Ames, lowa 1955).

Greene, J. and Marsh, J., lowa Land Survey Map of t083n, r024w, (lowa Digital Library, GLO
Maps, 2010). Originally Published 1846-47, United States Surveyor General, Des
Moines, IA. Available at
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/glo/id/956/rec/25

Google Earth, 2012. Last Accessed October 10, 2012. Available at
http://www.google.com/earth/index.html

Huebinger Survey and Map Publishing Co., Atlas of Story County, lowa, (lowa Digital Library,
lowa Counties Historic Atlases, 2006). Originally Published 1902, Davenport, IA.
Available at
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/atlases/id/2701/rec/10

Office of Transportation Data, Vehicle Traffic: lowa, (lowa Department of Transportation, Ames,
lowa, 2010) available at
http://www.iowadot.gov/maps//msp/pdf/2010 Vehicle Traffic Movement.pdf

Page, William C., Historical and Architectural Resources of Ames, lowa. (Dunbar/Jones
Partnership: Des Moines, lowa, 1992) Volume 2.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 17
Anamosa, IA



Payne & Son Publishers, Souvenir Atlas of Story County, lowa, (lowa Digital Library, lowa
Counties Historic Atlases, 2011). Originally Published 1908, Nevada, IA. Available at
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/atlases/id/7711/rec/28

State Historical Society of lowa, National Register Sites in lowa, Story County, (The State of
lowa, 2012). Available at http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-preservation/national-
register-of-historic-places/properties-in-iowa.html

TOPO!, Ames East, IA, (TOPO!, 1975). Available at
http://ortho.gis.iastate.edu/client.cgi?zoom=10&x0=449843&y0=4653604&layer=drg24&a
ction=zoom5&pwidth=600&pheight=600

W.W. Hixson & Co., Plat Book of Story County, lowa, (lowa Digital Library, Hixson Plat Map
Atlases of lowa, 2007). Originally Published 1930, Rockford, IL. Available at
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/hixson/id/1617/rec/1

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. 18
Anamosa, IA



Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, |IA

Figures

19



VEHICLE TRAFFIC
IOWA
2010

@mf-ansmnm

Office of Trasaparaton Date

] :
L

s

| I5rojéct Area

L

LEGEND

0 100 200 miles
| N .

0 200 400 km
[

N

Figure 1. State of lowa map showing the location of the project area. Source: lowa
Department of Transportation (2010).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



féﬁ&if'<?? | G a
" * J \A 0 :
| Project Area | n '
‘ / w092 || e o
'. : .’/"""'f_:
! 84 | A\ |
Fernald)

| _s — I
&2

_—

-

) 5 _
+ “‘, ‘; : b :; COIO
Nevada;
N i ,,”_
=)

Shipley /832 | N

a1 SRk S P’ \
\C,L R ‘ N\

- —

I

0 5 10 miles

— Project Area
0 5 10 km
I I ]

Figure 2. Topographic map of the project area. Source: USGS 500k series, Topo!
(2009).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



oo —
. A - =
= e thy Y

> '_ Office "'_

[Ames Patriotic |®iIF\
= Council —
——1 Garage and 592
= || Break Room ji ™} —
= | Sentinel Garage [i=—/"""
Sl ‘

-t A ‘ - ‘
s ]S | Garage | s

' -:VA-; <~ '-;‘ ¢ ' ﬂ T — —y - \.\& \
1 I . \\ﬁf - \'.". -<'t{":" \‘ k
. - 7%
-\ N R & : )f o g
o 3 4 ! \
| - D — A
! : r ":7 o ) -.-:: : a2 e : l '
E 74 2 ) k\ »~ 3 g ;
.‘ R r.? = ] : | / \
3 s 18§ =il | sy VN\R LIS
| ['™Multi-Memorial | ||~ P 896, =l
Block e |
T o =N !
.;: '3

N

iy

[ Project Area |

‘South

River Valley

%

'l

.‘. ‘l
.'|'\“

:.' = ! n
LS8

)

Sattling Ponds

e

]
P ——

: By Y ; -1 T
.._]'.f‘ ..,'.. b e B :.,‘-:i: :_(l r Pk X q |

= > T ol o {e v i eins
Bt . | JE- Yl et
— . . e -~ — [ s e ="'
Heflile —_— - ’D.
i HISHRSIRN Epae . 0
L LTI & 3
— P PR e
— S lles
D)v'.'—.y
-~
v
-

Double Gérage

% we .. 889
. oe

——— — -

Q

0.50 mile

0 0.25 0.50 km
N

°® Building or Point of
Interest

=— Project Area

/s, Portion of Cemetery
777 Designed by A. N.
Carpenter

N

Figure 3. Topographic map of the project area. Source: USGS, Ames East, lowa

(1975). 7.5 series quadrangle maps.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA

22



Fro% s’ j

e SN0
Projec

v
s —

g ;ﬂ"ll' 6.

t rea

0

0.5 1 mile

0 0.5 1 km
(. .

Designed by A. N.
Carpenter

— Project Area f.
vy, Portion of Cemetery

Figure 4. 1846, 1847 lowa Land Survey Map of the project area. Source: lowa Land

Survey Map of TO83N, R024W (1846, 1847).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.

Anamosa, IA

23



WY T
—

i

'y 120 La¥

:

Ky ¢
.. ‘l

"
0: TON:%. . 7T atizter

:

: ’. 3?Project Area

ISd s :

0 0.5 1 mile — Project Area A
Portion of Cemeter
0O 05 1km 77 [ ’
Designed by A. N.
[ . . Carpenter

Figure 5. 1875 lllustrated Atlas of the State of lowa showing the project area.
Source: A.T. Andreas (1875).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA

24



0 05 1km Designed by A. N.

0 0.5 1 mile — Project Area A
[ . .
77/ Portion of Cemetery

[ . Carpenter N

Figure 6. 1902 historic map of Story County, lowa showing the project area. Source:
Atlas of Story County, lowa (1902).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



0 0.5 Imile  — project Area f.
I T ]
77/ Portion of Cemetery
0 0.5 1km Designed by A. N.
. . Carpenter [ q

Figure 7. 1908 historic map of Story County, lowa showing the project area. Source:
Souvenir Atlas of Story County, lowa (1908).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



~

Z S0 oM 257/ qN4
/ s 6.25 ¥ ﬁ‘aﬂ
P -_ (?. !
cetoR e —F
e CHAsvS 7o

7 / NOANL | SErpses
/ A [ Project Area /33_\;\;'
72 | ; '

\
o
Barrer”s N
N Q
N
o, A S
207 oS
FO n .
%:
N
~
T %
0" 1
0 0.5 1 mile — Project Area f‘
/7, Portion of Cemetery
0 0.5 1km 77 Designed by A. N. S
[ - . Carpenter

Figure 8. 1930 historic map of Story County, lowa showing the project area. Source:
Plat Book of Story County, lowa (1930).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



. ——

’l,_ AV

(BL: |

HODGE

g[8

E

ol s 77| it
5
& E\

P BRAEOR AT

c

0 0.125 0.25 mile

Zy|

— — ] — Project Area
s/, Portion of Cemetery
0 0.125 0.25km 77 Designed by A. N.
N . Carpenter

Figure 9. 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the project area. Source:

ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps (1867-1970).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA

28



-

=
L —
L]
Al
'
4
]
fe & o

: Iﬂ 6 1
| x
E ={ | |

»' 77 ) Mamal ? :
| Par h
T p S J6 |
F [~ -4 ~e
r) w

Lo 2 €
~ 15 10 i .
‘ir osniae |2 78 '

" ALC JEHOC

0 0.125 0.25 mile — Project Area
77/ Portion of Cemetery ZA
0 0.125  0.25km 7 Designed by A. N.
I T Carpenter

Figure 10. 1920 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the project area. Source:
ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps (1867-1970).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



———
B omes cm— s —] [ —

t“ P oéﬂ
%e" B
el
Q g
L) -
& AR
- ) ool 21
2 .
_ BT §

Temrrrate 14 @V

¥ (e

TwL R A <

- :

JEAEL
s = ocees

o

BT T

TEwe

i

am bn
8RB
MAswiLL

El’”

3
¥
¥

1
]

it

L: Pt |

0 0.125 0.25 mile — Project Area
I | |
v77, Portion of Cemetery
0 0125 0.25km 777 Designed by A. N. b I
N N Carpenter

Figure 11. 1926 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the project area. Source:
ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps (1867-1970).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, 1A



» ‘.‘"" N

s N\

Heaiwere l
ﬁh&ﬂ |apuan oe o
TA R Tostiedie ' .?‘“‘ .

EJ @-ﬁa A T

TREILI - |

. -

LL Nk

> nAviere I oA va *

=, |5 L ] » f ;: . _I.

Y TN : :‘ :l,

-

B o )] 9 X

- \ n 3 // ‘

\‘ 2 . . o ! / l

FY B -t

s € ~» % .3 r

~ n.. = - J

— - E " l;_.
o : ] e
oS __,—o—.'d ? qw A '." 4 e
¢ .s.vsst;;;lfl ..... »
: g T WA AL = S
- , . u . o
.‘l : & F3
P A
v 2 F - v
f 3§ - -~ L!
~

0 0.125 0.25km Designed by A. N.
N Carpenter

0125 0.25mie . poject Area A
77/ Portion of Cemetery

Figure 12. 1926 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (with 1947 additions) showing the project
area. Source: ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps (1867-1970).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



A ' Project Area

. |m b
- r -
.": Ame Patriotic
- Council
Break Room
Sentinel Garage -~
[ Carage [

e ey > 4
W Double Garage \q
b <

e

29N

|

o Building or Point of
O 0125 025 m||e Interest
[ B . .
— Project Area
0 0.125 0.25 km vy, Portion of Cemetery
[ | ] Designed by A. N.
Carpenter

Figure 13. Aerial photograph of the project area. Source: Google Earth (2010).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA

32



‘=% T N B N =7 [77 77 N L 7 A T T
nr || syl | ee| | ml|ng| | ns||p2]|232]| 739|127 % 4
2L Vi i 20 ) lze 1

611-47{ age

2y E £ Lo 0

1=
TSI =10 :r.;nena_

152\ \143) \ x| 1S -

e

il \mel Vs | 7| P46 E{ __n_ }E
s — e — =

a2 [229) (2] |asv | |52 || 183) | 9] | 4 -1 L] 3 - -

L L L

T [ 1]

i =JJ 223| |222 160| | 15¢| | 5F) | 152] |#¢

i : s

162\ |7¢J

|

Torraes

)
R
e

X
KT
==
==
L‘L_J'%.:

[_
-
|

\_—...

' g

]

1L
C L
 —

~e

0
AT e
% -

el
3]
=
q

RPN
[§]
>~
>
~
e 2

i

el
g |
|
|
J[IE
33 |
Lol 4 ]
i
By
Ly J L L ]
B || o |
o=
Sz
&

L) | 17el | 269
L 2 a/rn,'a/f(, Covenud

178\ | 174 | 77

u
ICE]
[N
[
===
o
Ee==
L JC 4]
[ ) ]
===

W iR Vi A RV222A R iR R4

223y (85| (297 e
1 — 2 J 32| | s | | ¥Y |10 |ree .w A
éE ]

[

|

:l JL l:Ej:]-
Y oL
Snds
[EII{&
~ ~
8

|
|

J 1o I
S
t‘.'!ml

. L §\~ in

242\ (247 el 1 __§ E 2 (b /' 3
e é 7 R 7AR AR Lt d R 24 @BB }E/ ﬂ-[—: E SE \% i i i
2P| 2wy sy — e e rcadiusd ezl = ) | - 0)

e e Y N L o R g af{lIRHIE

}WH oy y | e 193 54 /96| V5 u@ﬂ ]'U :- ” l”) ”

ay’y 3] Al I
2

3|
[

/198"
el B B e
) e 1 e
? 2z ‘l ‘_1. 73 ‘: "v ¢ 2ele 24 ¢

Figure 14. A. N. Carpenter's original design for the Ames Municipal Cemetery. The
portion highlighted in yellow denotes the section of the plan that was implemented in
the cemetery design. This portion of the cemetery remains relatively unchanged today.
Source: lowa Site Inventory form #85-00564 (1991).

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



/ Northlawn

13th Street

Westlawn >4 | 10 40 = Calvary

Westlawn 2 2 \ 10 Mt. Olivet
Graceland 18 > 0
0 12 Greenwood
®
]
Evergreen @ 21 Forest Lawn
AL

Oakwood 2nd

BNUBAY |[aMXeN

0 Addition
Garden of 24 3 Mt. Sinai
Memories 22
\/ 5 > Oakwood
= 15 26
East 9th Street /
Southlawn 3
¢7/
Southlawn :7 Southlawn 4
4
) Southlawn 5
4
"
% Charity Burials

\ \ BNUaAY plopwmelDd

Southlawn 2 —|
Southview — |

East 7th Street

South Addition

—— Project Area Bl Road Islands

4y, Portion Designed by [ Buildings

A.N. Carpenter # Number of Rows of Graves b l
in Each Section

Figure 15. Current layout of the project area.

Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc.
Anamosa, IA



Figure 16. Southlawn 3 section, view to the southeast.
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Figure 18. Southlawn 5 section, view to the southeast.
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Figure 24.
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Figure 27. Southlawn 4 Section, Greeley Mausoleum, view to the northwest.
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Figure 28. Drop pile near charity burials
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Figure 29. Woods behind charity burials
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Figure 31. Oakwood section, view to the east.
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Figure 33. Oakwood section, view to the east.
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Figure 36. Mt. Sinai section, view to the east.

Figure 37. Forest Lawn section, view to the east.
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Figure 39. Mt. Olivet section, view to the east.
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Figure 41. Northlawn section, view to the northwest.
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Figure 43. Graceland section, view to the east.
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Figure 47. Garages and
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Figure 48. Office, view to the west.

Figure 49. Flag Pole, view to the west.
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Figure 50. Sundial, view to the north.
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Figure 54. Multiple Burials Cremation Remains Monument, view to the south.
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Figure 55. Current site plan of Ames Municipal Cemetery with portion eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places highlighted in yellow. Source: City of Ames,
lowa website (2012).
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Site Inventory Form State Inventory No. 85-00564 O New [X Supplemental
State Historical Society of lowa [ Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.)
(November 2005) Relationship: OO Contributing O Noncontributing
O Contributes to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries
National Register Status:(any that apply) [ Listed [ De-listed CONHL [ DOE
9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number
O Non-Extant (enter year)

1. Name of Property

historic name Cemetery

other names/site number _Ames Municipal Cemetery

2. Location

street & number 301 and 310 East 9th Street

city or town Ames, lowa 50010 O vicinity, county Story
Legal Description:(If Rural) Township Name Township No. Range No. Section Quarter of Quarter
Washington 83 24 2 NE
(If Urban) Subdivision Block(s) Lot(s)

3. State/Federal Agency Certification [Skip this Section]

4. National Park Service Certification [Skip this Section

5. Classification

Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property

[ building(s) If Non-Eligible Property If Eligible Property, enter number of:

Xl district Enter number of: Contributing Noncontributing

O ssite buildings 1 5 buildings

O structure sites sites

O object structures structures
objects approx. 200 unknown objects
Total approx. 201 unknown Total

Name of related project report or multiple property study (Enter “N/A” if the property is not part of a multiple property examination).
Title Historical Architectural Data Base Number
Historic Resources Evaluation: Ames Municipal Cemetery

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

07A: Cemetery 07A: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

N/A foundation

walls (visible material)
roof

other
Narrative Description (X SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED)

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” representing your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria)

OYes X1 No O More Research Recommended A  Property is associated with significant events.

OYes X No [ More Research Recommended B  Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.

X Yes O No [ More Research Recommended C  Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.

OYes X No O More Research Recommended D  Property yields significant information in archaeology or history.



County Story Address 301 and 310 East 9th Street Site Number 85-00564
City Ames, lowa 50010 District Number

Criteria Considerations
[J A Owned by a religious institution or used [0 E A reconstructed building, object, or structure.

for religious purposes. [0 F Acommemorative property.
[J B Removed from its original location. [ G Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
[J C A birthplace or grave. 50 years.
[X] D A cemetery
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Significant Dates
Construction date
N/A 1878 [J check if circa or estimated date

Other dates, including renovation
1890, 1901, 1917, 1929, 1963

Significant Person Architect/Builder
(Complete if National Register Criterion B is marked above) Architect
A. N. Carpenter
Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (XISEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography []see continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form

10. Geographic Data

UTM References (OPTIONAL)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 2

3 4

[] See continuation sheet for additional UTM references or comments

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kristy Medanic/ Principal Investigator

organization Wapsi Valley Archaeology, Inc. date 9/12/2012
street & number 416 Douglas, Suite 205 telephone 515-233-1146
city or town Ames, state 1A zip code 50010
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form)

FOR ALL PROPERTIES

1. Map: showing the property's location in a town/city or township.

2. Site plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to public road(s).

3. Photographs: representative black and white photos. If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society is to be
curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and the following
needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site:

Roll/slide sheet # Frame/slot # Date Taken
Roll/slide sheet # Frame/slot # Date Taken
Roll/slide sheet # Frame/slot # Date Taken

[ ] See continuation sheet or attached photo & slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries.

[] Photosillustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file.
FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL
1. Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built, and contributing or noncontributing status)
2. Barn:

a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn.

b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side.

c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn's exterior dimensions in feet.

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line

Concur with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: (] Yes [J No [0 More Research Recommended
[ This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district.

Comments:

Evaluated by (nameftitle): Date:



lowa Department of Cultural Affairs
State Historical Society of lowa Site Number 85-00564

lowa Site Inventory Form Related District Number
Continuation Sheet

Page 1
Ames Municipal Cemetery Story
Name of Property County
301 and 310 East 9th Street Ames, lowa 50010
Address City
Description

The Ames Municipal Cemetery is located on the eastern edge of Ames on a bluff overlooking the
Skunk River Valley. It is bounded by East 13thStreet to the north, Maxwell Avenue and Crawford
Avenue to the west, East 7th Street to the south, and a steep slope to the east that levels into
agricultural fields. The cemetery is approximately three city blocks long running north to south and
approximately two city blocks wide.

The oldest part of the cemetery is located south of East 9th Street and was designed by A. N.
Carpenter in 1878. The oldest burials in the cemetery are located in the southeast corner of this
section and date from the mid-nineteenth century. Unmarked charity burials are located at the
southeast corner of the property and infant burials are located at the south end of the property. The
majority of burials in this portion of the cemetery are marked with traditional Victorian style, limestone
headstones. They are often ornamented with intricate carvings and embellishments common to the
time period. Most are in fair to good condition and add to integrity of place and time associated with
this portion of the cemetery. Some original stones have been replaced with modern monuments but
at least in this area, those are the exception. The only mausoleum in the cemetery stands in this
section and belongs to the Greeley Family. It is located immediately south of East 9th Street in the
original portion of the cemetery. Itis a rectangular, granite structure that is oriented to the east. It
has Tuscan style columnation at the entrance and three steps leading up to the door. The
architrave, frieze, and cornice are quite plain and the entire structure appears to be capped with a
monolithic piece of granite. There are fixed windows on the north and south facades.

Paved, primary roads divide the property into approximately 25 sections. Sections in the south third
of the property tend to be relatively flat while those in the central and northern sections tend to be
slightly rounded. Because of this, individual plots located closer to roads tend to be spaced further
apart due to greater change in grade, while those in the middle of sections are placed closer
together due to less variation in grade. In general, plots are oriented towards the nearest north-
south road. The cemetery is also characterized by its display of mature trees and shrubs that have
greatest concentration in the northern third and along the eastern edge of the property.

Structures within the cemetery include a poured concrete wall situated at the northern edge of the
property along East 13th Street, five buildings for storing lawn care and interment equipment at the
southwest corner of the property, and a cemetery office located immediately south of East 9th Street.
The storage buildings are non-descript, metal utility buildings with garage door openings and
driveways for parking vehicles. The cemetery office is a small, single-story, building that is oriented to
the east. The building is clad in limestone blocks and has a flat roof likely clad in rolled asphalt. A
parapet wall capped in finished limestone runs the perimeter of the roof. There is a single-door
entrance located in the east fagade that is surrounded by a fluted portal. The original door appears
to have been replaced with a modern vinyl one, although the wooden frame and transom light are
still extant. There are two, wood-framed, double-hung, four-over-one windows on the north and
south facades of the building. Each window has a stone sill. Across the street from the cemetery
office there are several donated memorials including a flagpole, a sundial, a platform from the Ames
Patriotic Council, and a Veteran’s memorial headstone. Other unique features in the cemetery
include a cut stone monument denoting the Garden of Memaories, and a multiple burials, cremation
remains monument. None of these features are included in the oldest portion of the cemetery, and
all date to the early to mid-twentieth century.
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Significance

William C. Page evaluated the cemetery in 1992 during the citywide Reconnaissance Historical and
Architectural Resources of Ames, lowa study. At that time, Page suggested the cemetery, as a
whole was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as a designed historic
landscape. However, in 1992 Page noted, survey and evaluation of designed historic landscapes
was just beginning. Today, the cemetery can be more thoroughly evaluated as the National Park
Service has since published a bulletin on evaluating these special properties.

According to Page’s associated property types completed during the 1992 survey, the Ames
Municipal Cemetery is eligible for the National Register for its association with his historic context on
the “Dream of Arcadia, 1859-1943.” In this description, Page asserted the cemetery was an
outstanding example of the late nineteenth century, professionally designed rural cemetery,
reminiscent of landscape design styles of the period that attempted to make beautiful parks available
to the public. Page was on the right track in 1992, but according to current standards for the
evaluation of cemeteries and the evaluation of designed historic landscapes, the entirety of the
cemetery is not eligible for the National Register, only a small portion in the southeast corner.

The first thirteen rows in the southeast corner of the cemetery (from east to west, south of 9th Street)
are the only portion of the cemetery that can be linked to 19th century landscape architect A.N.
Carpenter. It appears as though this portion stands today as it did in Carpenter’s original landscape
design for the cemetery. The rows (comprised of largely period monuments) are arranged according
to Carpenter’s plan, and the roads, trees and other features in this area also retain good integrity to
the original plotting. Beyond this corner, however, the cemetery’s character does not match that of
the southeast corner. Land in these areas was added in pieces, platted, and replatted and
redesigned again in the 1960s in an attempt to make the cemetery appear to be a cohesive
landscape. These redesigns took into account the natural landscape of the property, adding
winding, curvy roads, changing the alignment of the burial plots and stones to work with the rolling
hills, and accounting for changing fashions in burial monuments. These changes, however, did not
keep to the original, grid-like patterns of the earliest plot. Therefore, the southeast corner of the
cemetery is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as a designed
historic landscape historic district and the remainder of the cemetery is not eligible for the National
Register as it does not represent a cohesive era, the work of a master landscape architect or contain
any architecturally or artistically significant features. This portion of the cemetery, however, is still
protected under lowa’s cemetery laws.
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References

See associated report, Historic Resources Evaluation: Ames Municipal Cemetery, 2012

Story County Assessor Website
http://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?

ApplD=165&LayeriD=2145&PageTypelD=4&PagelD=1108&KeyValue=0902225010

http://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?

ApplD=165&LayeriD=2145&PageTypelD=4&PagelD=1108&KeyValue=0902425010
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Southlawn 5 (oldest burials), view to

the south
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Southlawn 4 (Greeley Mausoleum),

view to the northwest
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Access Roads, view to the northeast
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, 13th Street Wall, view to the west
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Multi-Memorial Block, view to the

south

Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Garden of Memories, view to the east
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Office, view to the west
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Coverage of Ames_ Municipal Coverage of Ames Municipal
Cemetery, Flag Pole, view to the west Cemetery, Sundial, view to the north
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Ames Patriotic Council, view to the

southeast
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Coverage of Ames Municipal Cemetery, Garages and Break Room, view to
the west



