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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Alumni Hall is an excellent example of the Georgian Revival style popular 
at the turn of the century. This style was particularly favored for "club 
architecture" in the U.S. Examples include the Germantown (PA) Cricket 
Club (McKim, Mead and White, 1890), and, in Iowa, the Davenport Outing 
Club (Park Burrows, 1905). Significant features of Alumni Hall include 
the three giant porticoes, pedimented dormers^ and the Palladiari^windows 
above the porticoes. An interesting element is the fact that the second- 
story windows, although identical in form to those of the first story, are 
slightly smaller, thus increasing, visually, the height of the building.

Alumni Hall was designed by Proudfoot and Bird of Des Moines, a firm that 
accounted for many buildings on the state university campuses at Ames 
and at Iowa City around the turn of the century. The addition was also 
planned by this firm, and the first story built under their supervision. 
They were also responsible for the remodelling of the basement, which 
resulted in the c6vering of the swimming pool.1 The building was originally 
used for office and meeting space (along with recreation) for university 
alumni, the YMCA and assorted campus literary societiesj functioning much 
as a student union does today. It presently houses offices for the YMCA 
and YWCA, and dormitory facilities for students.


