
 



 



 



 

  



 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10900     OMB No. 10240018      

 

 Ames Main Street Historic District  Story, IA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 123 

 

 
Figure 13. Photograph of the Masonic Building taken c.1919 (Farewell T. Brown Photographic Archive 96.521.1-3) 

 

A VOCABULARY OF ELEMENTS EVOLVES  

 

Stimulated by the aforementioned buildings, the commercial style of architecture, as practiced in 

Ames, developed a vocabulary of architectural elements which were repeated again and again 

and over a long period of time. A lexicon of this vocabulary reads like a list of features which 

typify the commercial style of architecture. These elements included parapet panels, 

stringcourses, window enframements, and lintels and sills extended into stringcourses.  

Local contractor-builders, John and Ben Cole, became masters of these brickwork elements. The 

elaborate parapet panels, cornices, and stringcourses on façades they constructed remain striking 

elements of Main Street architecture, notably at 213, 217-219, and 229 Main. 

 

Parapet Panels 

 

The parapet panel achieved widespread employment and became the hallmark of the influence in 

Ames. The parapet panel is located above the upper floor windows and below the top of the 

facade. These panels deserve a typology of their own. Generally rectilinear in design, they 

employ a complexity of brick bondings, enframement techniques, colors, and surface finishes. 

An idea of this complexity is suggested in the following list of examples of variations found in 

the Main Street District.  

 

 


