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Placement Options for One-Story Detached ADUs

% 25% of rear yard —
Maximum coverage of all
accessory buildings.

» One story unit can be within
3 ft of property lines in rear
yard.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same restrictions as Accessory Buildings?

How close to the property line? What setbacks are appropriate? 
This graphic illustrates placement options for accessory buildings in residential zoning districts. Source- Eloise Sahlstrom

Requirements for Private Garages and Accessory Buildings are included in Sec. 29.408(7).

Setbacks
Although rear setbacks for the principal structure are typically 20-feet from the rear property line, Accessory Structures are allowed 3-feet from a side and rear property line in the rear yard.

Corner - “Generally” 25-feet from abutting streets. 

Through Lots - In no case shall a detached garage or an accessory building be placed closer than 15 feet to any lot line that abuts a street.

Source:  Graphic by Eloise Sahlstrom (City of Ames, 2021)
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Accessory Dwelling Unit Options

Accessory Dwelling Unit over Accessory Dwelling Unit as an
Existing or New Detached Garage Independent Detached Unit
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Front-Loaded Garage that does not protrude from the street facing façade-




ADU Height

A Two-Story Accessory Unit must meet building setbacks and cannot
exceed 80% of the principal building height.
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Front-Loaded Garage that does not protrude from the street facing façade-




ADU Located on a Foundation

An ADU must be located on a
foundation.

The unit in the image below would
not be allowed in Ames.
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Front-Loaded Garage that does not protrude from the street facing façade-




ADU Floor Plans — One Bedroom
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Narrow Drive on one side, accessing Detached Garage in the Rear-
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Replicate Garage /Driveway Pattern

Single-Family “Pattern”
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Single-Family “Pattern” Duplex Application of the “Pattern”
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For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Front-Loaded Garage that does not protrude from the street facing façade-
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Replicate Garage /Driveway Pattern

Single-Family “Pattern”

Single-Family “Patternt Duplex Application of the “Pattern”
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For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Narrow Drive on one side, accessing Detached Garage in the Rear-




Detached Garage - Duplex Floor Plans
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One-Story Applications of the “Pattern”
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For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Narrow Drive on one side, accessing Detached Garage in the Rear-




Replicate Garage /Driveway Pattern
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Duplex Application of the “Pattern”

Single-Family “Pattern”
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Garage in the Rear, accessed from Alley
708 Brookside, Ames IA (single-family)
815 3rd Ave SW, Cedar Rapids IA (two-family)
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Window Alignment

Do This
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Presentation Notes
For NEW Duplexes, replicate existing Garage/Driveway Pattern that occurs as a predominant feature within the block face
Garage in the Rear, accessed from Alley
708 Brookside, Ames IA (single-family)
815 3rd Ave SW, Cedar Rapids IA (two-family)




Next Steps

<+ Public Outreach Across the City
< Online Resources
< In Person Public Meetings

< Return to City Council in October

< Public Outreach Results

+ City Council Direction
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