
▪ City Council – Oct. 10, 2023

ADU Public Outreach Summary  



Recent Timeline Activities – to date

❖ CC Workshop - March 21, 2023 

❖ Background on infill design, 

including ADUs and Duplexes

❖ CC Follow-Up - April 25, 2023 

❖ Focus on ADU issues, design 

features, limitations, existing 

covenants 

❖ CC Public Outreach Direction & 

Acceptance of Draft Standards 

- June 27, 2023

❖ P&Z Infill Review –     
May 3, 2023

❖ P&Z Presentation – 

Oct. 4, 2023

❖ HPC Discussion – 
Sept. 11, 2023

❖ Staff Outreach Efforts – 
August – early October



Public Outreach Activities- Webpage

www.cityofames.org/addhousing

http://www.cityofames.org/addhousing


Public Outreach Activities

❖ Webpage

❖ Online Survey

❖ Brochure

❖ CitySide Article

❖ Neighborhood Groups 

❖ Press Releases (2)

❖ Social Media Pushes

❖ Open Houses (4)

❖ EcoFair 2023

❖ KOHI Radio Talks (2)

Direct or indirect contact with approximately 325 people…



Public Outreach Activities - Brochure 



Survey Highlights

❖ 78.6% Single-family homeowners within Ames

❖ 75.94% of survey respondents were familiar with ADUs

❖ 42.24% (79 survey respondents) indicated an interest in 

building within the next 3 years- either “yes” or “maybe” 

187 Respondents
thru Oct. 5, 2023



Survey Highlights

❖ Highest Survey Participation –    

Areas C, D, & E 

❖ 62.34% (96) of all respondents 

did not believe that the draft 

standards were an impediment

❖ 71.69 % (119) draft standards 

are not incompatible with 

neighboring properties.



Survey Highlights

❖ Most frequently stated 

impediment -                 

Adding Parking 

❖ Most frequent incompatibility 

concern -                  

Space/Lot Size & Privacy
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ADU Standards and Other Considerations

❖ Subdivision private covenants 

may prohibit ADUs & Duplexes.

❖ One additional parking space 

is required for a  total of three. 

❖ The addition of an ADU plus 

existing accessory buildings 

cannot exceed 25% of the rear 

yard.

❖ The property owner must reside 

on-site.

 

❖ Size of the ADU cannot exceed 

900 sq. ft. and one bedroom.

❖ Total coverage of all 

impervious area must be less 

than 60% of the total lot area.

❖ The standards do not change 

the Historic Overlay District or 

Single-Family Conservation 

Overlay District requirements 

unless amended.



Zoning Issues to be Resolved

CHAPTER 31, HISTORIC PRESERVATION                        
(as recommended by HPC)

❖ Garages with ADUs not required to have a porch

❖ A 2-story minimum will not be required

❖ A raised foundation will not be required

❖ Flexibility related to ADU footprint will apply



Zoning Issues to be Resolved

CHAPTER 29, ZONING ORDINANCE 
Single Family Conservation District Overlay 

(O-SFC) (as recommended by staff)

❖ Exclude ADUs from the unit cap of 648 

units

❖ Exclude ADUs from the architectural 

standards listed within the compatibility 

section



Zoning Issues to be Resolved

CHAPTER 29, ZONING ORDINANCE                      
Section 29.408(7) …Accessory Buildings (for consideration)

❖ Max. Gross Floor Area 900 sq ft - 

includes all floors & basement

❖ One Bedroom Limitation.                                                             

Additional room as a den,                                                                 

office or other living space                                                                   

not permitted. 



Zoning Issues to be Resolved

CHAPTER 29, ZONING ORDINANCE                      
Section 29.408(7) …Accessory Buildings (for consideration)

❖ Other Habitable Space (if not utilized as a dwelling). Allowances for 
habitable space, without a dwelling?                                                                               
Such as office space, home occupation,                                                               
or other habitable space?

❖ Building Height – when Principal building                                                                

is taller than 1-story, maximum of 80% 

of principal building or 20’, whichever                                                      

is lower



Zoning Issues to be Resolved

CHAPTER 13, RENTAL CODE

Near Campus Neighborhoods

❖ One registered rental, subject to occupancy standards

Chapter 13 Amendments

❖ Property Registration

❖ Letter of Compliance process

❖ Annual verification of residency likely needed

❖ Transition of ownership, if a rental



Options - Next Steps with Council Direction

❖ 1 – Zoning Text Amendment - Current Proposed Text

❖ 2 – Zoning Text Amendment - Modified Standards, 

if compelling reasons

❖ 3 – Council Direction for Additional Outreach 

❖ 4 – No Zoning Text Amendment at this time
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