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When the snow falls, it’s 
important to move your vehicle if 
you park on a street that’s part of 
the snow route. Snow routes are 
marked with red and white signs. 
All vehicles must be removed 
from snow routes when the snow 
ordinance goes into effect.

How do you know when the 
snow ordinance is in effect? 

Pay attention to local media, 
check the City’s website (www.
CityOfAmes.org), or watch City 
of Ames and Ames Police social 
media! The snow ordinance 
goes into effect when snow 
accumulations are 2 inches or 
more, but the best way to know 
if the snow ordinance will be in 
effect is to watch the weather! 

For questions or concerns about 
snow removal on city streets, call 
the Snow Desk at 515.239.5543 
or email the Public Works 
Department at snowstreets@
CityOfAmes.org. For concerns 
about sidewalks that aren’t 
cleared, call the Snow Walks 
hotline at 515.239.5468 or email 
snowwalks@CityOfAmes.org.

City News to Use
City Offices Closed: 
City Hall and most City of Ames 
departments will be closed on Monday, 
Jan. 1, 2024, for New Year’s Day.
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Drop-off Recycling Expanded at Resource Recovery Plant 
For those who want more options for recycling, the Resource 
Recovery Plant (RRP) is expanding its drop-off capacity 
beginning in December. The facility has provided self-serve 
food waste and glass recycling at 420 E. Second St. on the 
north side of the building for several years. Expanded recycling 
offerings will include recycling bins for cardboard, metals,  
mixed paper, and plastic bottles with a twist off lids.

"Diverting recyclable materials away from Resource Recovery 
can pull significant amounts of reusable product from the 
waste stream. That's good for the environment," said RRP 
Superintendent Bill Schmitt. "RRP will serve as a centralized, 
one-stop location to bring recyclables. We will continue to 
maintain glass collection bins around the city, and we are 
exploring cardboard collection in other locations, also."

The drop-off bins are open 24/7 for easy, convenient, and year-
round usage.

Reducing the amount of trash produced throughout Story 
County continues to be the top priority for the Resource 
Recovery System. When less waste is produced, residents 

benefit through less fuel 
needed to process trash, 
less carbon produced 
through burning waste 
to create electricity, and 
less unburnable garbage 
sent to the landfill. In 
1975, Ames opened 
RRP as the first-in-the-
nation municipal waste-to-energy facility. This innovative 
system accepted garbage from Story County communities and 
converted it into refuse derived fuel (RDF). The RDF was 
injected into the boilers at the Ames Power Plant and burned 
with coal to produce electricity for Ames residents.

Many things have changed since 1975, including the Ames 
Power Plant transition from coal to natural gas. While that 
change reduced the carbon production of the plant by 40 
percent, it made burning garbage less efficient. Finding new 
ways to reduce the amount of waste produced is an important 
goal of the Ames Climate Action Plan and contributes to 
reducing our community climate footprint. 

Watch the Weather if You Park on a Snow Route!



Volunteers Needed for City Boards and Commissions 

As snow piles up 
along the curb, it 
does more than 
hamper visibility 
for drivers. 
Mounds of snow 
can obscure 
locations of fire 
hydrants. Ames 
firefighters ask 
residents to 
check fire hydrants located 
near their homes or 
businesses to ensure they 
are visible. In the case 
of an emergency, every 

second counts. If 
the fire hydrant 
is covered, we 
need your help! 

Please clear a 
three-foot-wide 
area around 
the hydrant 
to ensure 
firefighters can 

locate it quickly during a 
fire. If you need assistance 
clearing the hydrant, 
call Fire Station No. 1 at 
515.239.5109.

Keep Hydrants Clear from Snow

Volunteer in your community and 
make a difference by joining a City 
board or commission. Boards and 
commissions make recommendations 
to the Ames City Council and assist 
the Council in carrying out various 
functions of local government. Every 
board and commission has a different 
focus and purpose. Please consider 
getting involved in one that matches 
your background or interests.

Several boards and commissions 
have vacancies occurring in the 
first part of 2024. The number 
following the name of the board or 
commission indicates the number 
of pending vacancies. The number 
in parentheses denotes how many 
incumbents may be reappointed. 

Apply online at www.CityOfAmes.
org/boardsandcommissions. 
Applications are also available in 
the City Clerk’s Office. Deadline to 
apply is 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 2, 
2024.
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City Council meetings are  held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 515 Clark Ave., and streamed 
via the City website, Facebook and YouTube.	

6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9
5:15 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17  (CIP Workshop)
6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23 

City Council Meetings

More information available at www.CityOfAmes.org/CCMeetings
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Don’t let your 
Christmas tree 
end up in the 
landfill. The 
City of Ames 
provides free 
disposal of 
Christmas trees 
at the Parks 
& Recreation 
Maintenance 
Shop, 700 E. 
13th St.  Trees can be 
deposited during daylight 
hours through Wednesday, 
Jan. 31.  All trees will be 

recycled into 
wood chips, 
which will 
be used in 
Ames parks.  
The Parks & 
Recreation 
Maintenance 
driveway will 
be marked 
with a sign. 
The tree stand, 

tinsel, and all ornaments 
should be removed 
before leaving the tree for 
disposal.

Recycle Your Christmas Tree
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Youth Dance - Recital Session (ages 3-9): Teeny 
Ballet, Tiny Dancers, Dance Blast, Hip Hop, Ballet 
offered. Register by Jan. 1. 
Parent/Child Dance (ages 2-3): Learn basic dance 
moves through fun music and games. Parents will take an 
active role in this class. Register by Jan. 1. 
Youth Gymnastics-Recital Session (ages 5+): 
Gymnastics 1 and 2 levels are offered. Register by Jan 1.  
Youth Tumbling (ages 2-5): Tumble bugs (parent/
child), Tumbling Tykes, and Tumbling Tots. Register by 
Jan. 1.  
Youth (grades 1-6) & Adult (17+) Tennis Lessons: 
Professional led instruction. Register by Jan. 1. 
Parent/Child Tennis Lessons (ages 3-5): Learn a 
new sport through fun games and activities. Register by 
Jan 1.  

Start Smart Basketball (ages 3-5): Parents partner 
with participants as they learn the basics of basketball. 
Register by Jan. 15.  
K-2 Basketball: Find the level that best meets the 
participants needs and skills - Mini Dribblers, Little 
Dunkers, and Big Shooters. Register by Jan. 15.  
Tae Kwon Do (Youth and Adult): Dragon, Beginner, 
Intermediate, Advanced, Competition, and All Levels 
classes offered.  Register by Jan 1.
Adult Winter Indoor Volleyball League: Women’s, 
Men’s, & Co-Ed Leagues offered. Season starts Jan. 22. 
Register by Jan. 7.  
Euchre & Cribbage League: Euchre offered on 
Monday evenings and Cribbage on Wednesday mornings 
and/or evenings. League begins the week of Jan. 15. 
Register by Jan. 10.

Register, find more information, or view facility schedules at 
www.AmesParkRec.org or by calling 515.239.5350. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Ice Resurfacer Experience (ages 18+): 
Learn about ice maintenance and drive the ice resurfacer 

at the Ames/ISU 
Ice Arena. Class 
is Monday,  
Jan. 1, 3-4:30 
p.m. Must have 
valid driver’s 
license. 

FREE Cross Country Ski Clinic: Sat., Jan. 13. Indoor 
practicum at Homewood Clubhouse 1-2 p.m. Outdoor 
practicum 2:15-3:15 p.m. at Carr Park. Participants 
responsible for equipment. Pre-registration is preferred. 
Fifth and Clark Fridays – 
Concert Series: 
The series continues Jan. 19 
and Jan. 26 at the Ames City 
Auditorium. Shows start at  
7 p.m. Tickets are $5, students 
get 2-for-1 admission by showing 
their student IDs at the door.

FITNESS & WELLNESS

Water Safety Instructor (WSI): This comprehensive training prepares instructors to teach all level and age 
groups swim lessons. Must be 16 years old by the end of the course. Course available Jan. 6-7 or Jan. 8-11.

Inbody Scan: Measure your body composition 
with the Inbody 570. Measurements include 
muscle mass, body fat percentage, muscle 
imbalances, and much more! Fee is $30.  
Contact Nancy Shaw at 515.239.5353 to 
schedule.
Adult Winter Fitness Classes 
(in-person or virtual options): 
The first session of Fitness Classes in 
2024 begins Jan. 3 - Feb. 11.  Register for 

four fitness and/or yoga classes and 
attend unlimited classes!  For 
a full list of classes view the 
Fitness & Wellness Guide 

online at www.AmesParkRec.org. 
Healthy Foot: This class will help you alleviate or 
prevent pain with proper alignment and stretches. Meets 
Jan. 30 - Feb 20. Register by Jan. 26.
Adult Dance: New six-week session begins Jan. 22 of 
Beginner Line Dance and Beginner or Intermediate West 
Coast Swing Dance. No partner required!  Register by 
Jan. 17.
Yoga Basics: Welcome to Yoga! Four-week session 
begins Jan. 14.  
Personal Training: Let our Nationally Certified 
Personal Trainers help you reach your 2024 fitness goals 
through one-on-one or semi-private training. Three-, 
five-, 10- and 15-session packages are available.

FURMAN AQUATIC CENTER

YOUTH & ADULT PROGRAMS



Q Can an energy audit help me lower my home's energy 
usage?

Yes, a home energy audit can certainly help you lower your 
home's energy usage, and a free home energy audit is available 
for Ames Electric Services customers. A home energy audit is 
a thorough examination of your home's energy consumption 
patterns and the efficiency of its insulation, appliances, and 
heating and cooling equipment. An energy audit can be a great 
first step to identify and prioritize areas in your home that 
cam be improved to make your home more comfortable and 
efficient. 

During an energy audit, a professional energy auditor will 
typically do the following:

•	 Inspection and analysis: They will inspect your home's 
insulation, windows, doors, heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) systems, lighting, appliances, and 
other energy-consuming elements.

•	 Energy consumption assessment: They will analyze 
your past energy bills to understand your energy usage 
patterns.

•	 Blower door test: This test helps identify air leaks in 
your home, which can contribute to energy loss and 
higher utility bills.

•	 Thermographic scan: This involves using infrared 
cameras to detect temperature differences in various 
areas of your home, helping to pinpoint insulation 
issues.

After the audit, you'll receive a report with specific 
recommendations to improve your home's energy efficiency. 
By following the 
recommendations from the 
energy audit, you can make 
targeted improvements 
to your home's energy 
efficiency, leading to lower 
energy consumption, a 
more comfortable home, 
and reduced utility bills. 
The report will include 
information on potential 
energy efficiency rebates you may be able to use to help lower 
the upfront cost of some of these recommendations. 

To request a home energy audit as well as our listing of energy 
efficiency rebates, go to www.CityOfAmes.org/SmartEnergy.

ENERGY Q&A 

Joel Zook, Energy Services Coordinator    
515.239.5177  |   Joel.Zook@cityofames.org

Important Numbers
Power Out............................................................ 515.239.5240
Street Light Out.................................................... 515.239.5500
Utility Bills.......................................................... 515.239.5120
Energy Questions................................................. 515.239.5177
Tree Too Close to Electric Line?......................... 515.239.5500
Digging? Contact Iowa One Call......................................... 811
Storm Water Concern........................................... 515.239.5160
Rusty Water.......................................................... 515.239.5551

Renewable Energy Numbers
For October 2023

          70	 LED streetlights installed for a  
	 total of 5,979

41,541	 Miles of  vehicle charging at public 
	 electric charging stations  

225,491	 Kilowatt Hours of energy produced 	
	 by SunSmart Ames solar farm

Resource Recovery Plant 
•	 Refuse-Derived Fuel: 2,602 Tons 

 
Recycling: 

•	 Glass: 17.84 Tons
•	 Metals:  130.42 Tons
•	 Food Waste Diversion: 5,250 pounds

Printed on 
Post-Consumer
Waste Paper

CitySide is a publication of the City of Ames, Iowa.
Find past editions: www.CityOfAmes.org/CitySide

Editor: Susan Gwiasda, Public Relations Officer
515 Clark Ave. | Ames, IA 50010
515.239.5204
www.CityOfAmes.org


