
CITYSIDE
March 2024

City News to Use
Ames Public Library Book Sale
Find great deals on thousands of used items, 
including books, movies, music, and more 
at the Ames Public Library Book Sale. The 
spring event will be held from Thursday, 
March 7, to Sunday, March 10. More details 
at www.AmesPublicLibrary.org
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Recycling Drop-Off Provides New Disposal Options

Spring Hydrant Flushing Begins in March
Public Works crews will begin 
flushing rust from water mains 
beginning Wednesday, March 27, 
weather permitting, and continuing for 

approximately 
two weeks. 
Flushing 
typically takes 
place from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Each year, 
this program 

provides Ames residents with the safest 
and highest quality water possible. 

Flushing serves the following purposes:

•  Dislodges and removes mineral 
deposits and sediments from the 
water mains

•  Verifies the proper operation of fire 
hydrants and valves

•  Helps identify weaknesses in the 
water system

•  Checks for closed valves and weak 
flows in the water system

During the flushing process, Ames 
residents may experience rust in the 

water, even when crews are not working 
in the immediate area. To avoid rust, 
follow these tips:

•  Turn on cold water first to check for 
rust. This avoids drawing it into your 
hot water heater.

•  If the water looks rusty, run the tap 
for one to two minutes until it clears.

Specific information about the times, 
dates, and locations of the crews will be 
posted at www.CityOfAmes.org.

Expanded recycling options at the north 
side of the Resource Recovery Plant have 
experienced steady use since opening late 
last year. Various bins on the north side 
of the building, 420 E. Second St., now 
allow residents to dispose of cardboard, 
mixed paper, glass, metal, food waste, 
and plastics with twist-off tops. 

“We have been pleasantly surprised by 
the first wave of response,” said Resource Recovery Plant 
Superintendent Bill Schmitt. “Our customers have asked about 
providing this option for some time, so we’re excited that 
people are finding it and bringing their materials.”

One way to help the new program be successful is to carefully 
sort recyclables. For example, plastic grocery bags and 
Styrofoam cannot be recycled and should be thrown in the 
trash. Additional signage is being developed to clarify what 

items are accepted. Materials sorted 
into the recycling bins are taken to 
Des Moines to be consolidated with 
similar items before being shipped to a 
company that recycles them. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency waste 
hierarchy recommends individuals reduce 
the amount of waste they produce as 
the most important waste management 
action. The next preferred disposal 

method is recycling followed by energy production. 

“We have a long, successful history of turning waste into fuel, 
but that is a one-time use,” said Schmitt. “Cardboard can be 
burned one time or recycled five to seven times. We need to do 
everything possible to prevent waste from being landfilled.”

The recycling drop-off bins are open 24/7 for easy, convenient 
year-round use. 



Project Share Uses Donations to Help Those in Need 

Please Consider a Contribution to Project Share

I wish to make a monthly contribution to Project Share. I understand this 
amount will be listed on my monthly utility bill and that I can cancel my pledge 
at any time by contacting the City of Ames Utility Customer Service office. 

 $1/month $2/month        $5/month     $10/month       other ____/month

I wish to make a one-time contribution to Project Share rather than making a 
monthly pledge.  I have enclosed a $_____________donation to Project Share.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________    
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form with your utility bill payment or mail to: 
Ames Electric Services, Attn: Project Share Committee, 

P.O. Box 811, Ames, IA 50010-0811

The Ames Electric Services Project 
Share program continues to be a 
success because of the compassion 
and generosity of utility customers. 
This winter season, through 
December 31, 2023, the program 
has been able to provide $4,208 
in assistance to 34 households. A 
simple way to share the warmth with 
those in need is to make a monthly 
pledge or a one-time contribution to 
Project Share.

The purpose of the Ames Electric 
Services Project Share program is 
to solicit and accept contributions 

which are used to assist our low-
income customers. A committee 

appointed by the Ames City Council 
determines the permissible uses of 
the funds donated to the Project 
Share program. The committee has 
adopted guidelines to ensure that 
every dollar contributed is used to 
assist low-income customers. 

All expenses incurred administering 
the program are covered by Ames 
Electric Services as a donation in-
kind. Mid-Iowa Community Action 
(MICA) assists the City of Ames in 
the administration of the program by 
determining eligibility of applicants 
for Project Share funds.

City Council Meetings

More information available at www.CityOfAmes.org/CCMeetings
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City Council meetings are  held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 515 Clark Ave., and streamed 
via the City website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

Meetings: 6 p.m. March 12
  6 p.m.  March 19
  6 p.m. March 26
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Youth & Adult Sports
Youth Co-Ed Spring Soccer League (Grades 
1-6): Skills assessment for participants is March 6, 
and practices begin March 25. Register by March 3.
Spring Break Tennis Camp (Grades 1-6): Camp is 
Mon.-Thurs., March 11–14. Register by March 6.
Little Tennis Parent/Child Lessons (Ages 3-5): 
Offered Tues. evenings, beginning March 19. Register 
by March 13.
Tennis Lessons (Grades 1-6 & Adult): Lessons 
held Saturday mornings, beginning March 23. Register 
by March 17. 
Volunteer Coaches: To become a volunteer coach 
contact ben.flaherty@cityofames.org.  

Kiddie Kickers (Ages 5-6): Instructor led program. 
Held on Mon./Wed., beginning April 1. Register by 
March 24.  
Start Smart Soccer-Parent/Child (Ages 3-5): 
Learn the basics! This six-week program is held on 
Tues. evenings beginning April 2. Register by  
March 25.
Adult Summer Softball Leagues (Men’s & Co-
Ed): Season begins the week of April 23 with a season 
ending tournament in July. Register by March 29.
Become a Sports Official! Hiring Youth Soccer 
Referees & Adult Slow-Pitch Softball Umpires. View 
www.CityOfAmes.org/Jobs to apply.

Fitness & Wellness

Ames City Auditorium

Ames/ISU Ice Arena

Fifth & Clark Concerts: The series continues Friday, March 1 & 22, 7 p.m. Admission is $5, 2-for -1 
discount for students. 
Tribute Band at ACA: “Southbound: A Tribute to the Allman Brothers”, Saturday, March 9, 7 p.m.  
*For ticket information contact craig.kaufman@cityofames.org or 515.239.5365.

Personal Training & Pilates Reformer Training: 
For more information and to discuss your goals, 
contact Nancy Shaw, 515.239.5353, nancy.shaw@
cityofames.org. 
Tae Kwon Do (Ages 5 & Up): New eight-week 
session begins March 5.

Warm Water Aqua Classes: Eight-week sessions 
held at ISU Forker Pool. Offered at 7 a.m. (M,W,F) 
and 5:45 p.m. (M,W) beginning March 18. 
Adult Dance Classes: West Coast Swing and Line 
Dance offered on Mon. evenings. Classes begin  
March 25.

Ames/ISU Ice Arena Spring Break Camp (March 
11-15): Each day will offer different ice activities, no 
skating experience required. For more information, 
email taylor.bassett@cityofames.org.
St. Patrick’s Day Skate: March 17, 2-4 p.m. Wear 
green for $1 off admission. 

Learn to Curl (March 9): Instruction and 
demonstrations provided, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Register by 
March 8. 
Curling League (March 9-April 20): Open to ages 
10+ and all skill levels. 
Egg Hunt (ages 4-12): March 30, 12:30-1:30 p.m., 
followed by open public skate. Register in advance! 

Furman is Hiring!  Shift Leaders, Lifeguards, Swim 
Instructors, Water Safety Instructors, Admission/
Concessions. No experience required. View 
www.CityOfAmes.org/Jobs to apply.
Lifeguard Certification Course (March 12-14): 
Three-day course, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. each day at ISU State 
Gym Pool.

Lifeguard Instructor Certification Course 
(March 15-17): Three-day course, 6-8 p.m. on 
March 15 and 8 a.m.-7 p.m. March 16-17. Held at ISU 
State Gym Pool. 
Furman Aquatic Center Hiring Event – 
Saturday, March 10: ISU Forker Pool, 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m. Bring your suit to take the lifeguard pre-skills. 

Aquatics

For more information or to register for programs, contact the 
Community Center at 515.239.5350 or visit www.AmesParkRec.org.

Homewood Golf Course
2024 Season:  Opening Day is Monday, April 1 (weather permitting). Contact the Clubhouse (515.239.5363) 
to purchase your Season Pass & Punch Cards!



Q: Since the Ames City Council accepted the community 
Climate Action Plan recently, is the City planning on any 
upgrades to public buildings to reduce energy consumption?

A: That is a great question and a timely one! The City of 
Ames was recently selected to join the national Clean Energy 
to Communities (C2C) Peer-Learning Cohorts program 
to prioritize municipal buildings for energy efficiency and 
decarbonization investment. The program is sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). C2C participants will 
convene regularly to exchange strategies and best practices in 
reducing energy use in public facilities, learn in a collaborative 
environment from each other and DOE’s national laboratory 
experts, and consider proposals focused on building efficiency. 
In fact, we just had our first meeting. 

Our goal in participating in this program is to establish a budget 
and timeline, as well as prioritize investments in our public 
buildings. We want to make improvements that maximize 
energy savings and reduce our carbon footprint. 

In addition to City Hall, which includes the auditorium 
and gymnasium, the City maintains many public building 
including the Ames Public Library, Homewood Golf Course 
Clubhouse, Furman Aquatic Center, and James H. Banning 
Ames Municipal Airport, and more. We are planning some 
major heating and cooling upgrades to the city auditorium 
this summer, which will improve occupant comfort and lower 

energy costs. 

The Ames 
City Council 
accepted the 
community’s 
first Climate 
Action Plan 
(CAP) this 
summer, which 
included a list 
of identified 
priority areas for implementation. The CAP creates path for an 
aspirational 70% community-wide greenhouse gas reduction by 
2030. That’s not too far away! Improving the energy efficiency 
of municipal buildings was identified on a list of seven focus 
areas for immediate attention. 

For years, we have offered Ames Electric Services customers 
Smart Energy rebates to encourage energy consumption 
reduction. We want to use the same strategy for municipal 
buildings that tend to be larger, open and active for more hours, 
and frequented by many people. Retrofitting these buildings 
with energy-saving features could be a template for other 
commercial or industrial buildings.

ENERGY Q&A 

Important Numbers
Power Out ........................................................... 515.239.5240
Street Light Out ................................................... 515.239.5500
Utility Bills.......................................................... 515.239.5120
Energy Questions ................................................ 515.239.5177
Tree Too Close to Electric Line? ........................ 515.239.5500
Digging? Contact Iowa One Call ........................................ 811
Storm Water Concern .......................................... 515.239.5160
Rusty Water ......................................................... 515.239.5551
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Joel Zook, Energy Services Coordinator    
515.239.5177  |   Joel.Zook@cityofames.org

Renewable Energy Numbers
For December 2023

          43 LED streetlights installed for a  
 total of 6,040

42,306 Miles of  vehicle charging at public 
 electric charging stations  

106,973 Kilowatt Hours of energy produced  
 by SunSmart Ames solar farm

Resource Recovery Plant 
• Refuse-Derived Fuel: 2,496 Tons 

 
Recycling: 

• Glass: 22.88 Tons
• Metals:  153.87 Tons
• Food Waste Diversion: 7,000 pounds
• Cardboard for 2023: 15 Tons


